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[Music] we interrupt our regularly scheduled program so that we may bring you the following special report 
from abc news abc news presents the peace is signed here is abc news correspondent sam donaldson good 
morning from new york peace is not only at hand it is here true the fighting continues in south vietnam but 
that will last only until seven o'clock new york time which is eight a.m sunday morning because the treaties 
that bring peace into effect are being signed today in paris in the international ballroom of the former hotel 
majestic where for over five years the peace treaty was hammered out actually just the last few months as 
we now know the real progress made there are two treaties two signings rather that have taken place today 
one has already taken place that was at five o'clock new york time eleven o'clock in the morning in paris 
we're going to show you that one in just a moment videotaped highlights and then a second signing and we 
will show you that taking place live from paris the first signing involved all four parties to the vietnam conflict 
the united states north vietnam south vietnam and the viet cong or what is now known as the provisional 
revolutionary government here are the characters the people that actually showed up to do the signing 
secretary of state william rogers for the united states was there all of these are the foreign ministers of their 
various governments seated at the round table there the foreign minister of uh the democratic republic of 
vietnam that we know as north vietnam nuendo trin he signed for north vietnam for the vietcong or 
provisional revolutionary government it used to be the old nlf madame nguyen t bin the foreign minister for 
the prg and for saigon's government 
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saigon's government tron van laam the foreign minister representing president chu those are the four people 
who signed the first signing the signing that's already taken place in paris let's take a look at how it went by 
calling in our correspondent there abc's luchiafe the day began here in paris cold wet and gloomy around the 
now famous majestic hotel an impressive security force it was here that for almost five years there were 
negotiations that seemed frustrating and never got anywhere now it's the site where the signing ceremonies 
took place there were actually two separate ceremonies the first was this morning among the four foreign 
ministers in a ceremony that was designed to get the two forces in south vietnam to accept the ceasefire 
without having to accept each other south vietnamese foreign minister alum was the first to arrive followed 
almost immediately by the provisional revolutionary government's foreign minister madame bin as usual she 
was wearing traditional outside the vietnamese national dress after her came the foreign minister of north 
vietnam nuendri trin he had arrived two days ago from hanoi for the signing ceremony the last of the 
dignitaries to get to the majestic hotel was secretary of state rogers his car had driven by hundreds of 
demonstrators outside they were carrying north vietnamese and vietcong flags and they jeered when mr 
rogers went by however it did not seem to bother him and he waved cheerfully as he walked between the 
ranks of a french honor guard into the building inside the round table was set and waiting mr rogers moved to 


his place flanked by his aides including ambassador william porter and ambassador william sullivan at just 
six minutes after 11 a.m local time the signing began each of the men had to place his signature on the 
documents 32 times secretary rogers 
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32 times secretary rogers seemed to have a little trouble finding a pen that was right but he finally succeeded 
and with that scratch of a pen the american involvement in vietnam was over and america's longest war was 
ended what was being signed was the agreement itself calling for an end to the fighting and three protocols 
dealing with an international control commission a joint military commission and the return of prisoners of war 
the document itself does not mention any of the secondary countries by name it just refers to the parties 
participating in the paris conference on vietnam it was the formula to avoid having the south vietnamese and 
the provisional revolutionary government recognize each other foreign minister alum of south vietnam has 
already said that saigon is ready to talk to the viet cong but there is no indication on either side that they're 
willing to make the kind of concessions that will solve the political problems that still exist and which have not 
been resolved by this agreement the copies of the agreement were passed around the table and it was 
understandable that there was a slight mix-up and the books had to be repaired so all was correct and 
according to protocol the south vietnamese and viet cong by the way refused to even sign on the same page 
they used different pages aside from that the ceremony went smoothly and almost matter-of-factly there 
were no statements made everyone seemed aware of the importance of the moment and the mood was 
almost solemn the foreign ministers their aides and invited guests waited quietly as the final signatures were 
placed on the documents and then just 20 minutes after it had begun the ceremony was over the delegations 
rose and slowly moved out of the conference room the same place they had spent almost five years trying to 
hammer out the agreement they had just signed a small champagne reception was scheduled in an anti- 
room where it's reported the delegations relaxed a bit secretary rogers and hanoi's foreign minister trinh are 
reported to have toasted each other but there's no indication madame bin and foreign minister alum 
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foreign minister alum went through the same diplomatic niceties and that's how the first ceremony went sam 
thank you lou i know that many observers were going to look at that champagne reception to see how the 
two south vietnamese parties treated one another because the agreement after all to work really depends on 
whether the provisional revolutionary government the vietcong and the saigon government can get together 
and fulfill it now the second signing is about to take place and here by videotape we take a look at the arrival 
of the principles for the signing the second one which we are about to bring you live there you see the foreign 
minister of north vietnam uh on the left swan tui who was the principal uh delegate to the paris peace talks 
the public paris peace talks for all those years laid out the man who actually hammered out the agreement 
with henry kissinger is not in paris today he left yesterday and as a matter of fact henry kissinger of course is 
not in paris the united states side arriving here secretary of state william rogers back again he will have 
signed 72 times by the time these two signing ceremonies have been completed the various documents 
essentially of course the same same document but various copies of it there are as lewis already said some 
differences in the two signings not only the fact that in the second one there will only be the two parties north 
vietnam and the united states but in the second one that fourth protocol the protocol that actually spells out 
how the deactivation of the mining that we have had around the harbors of haifang and hanoi will be 
undertaken now let's go to paris and the second signing and abc's john ralphson it takes some rather 
complicated formalities to end this war all four of the parties have already signed the agreement in a morning 
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signed the agreement in a morning ceremony here in paris and now after a four-hour break the american and 
north vietnamese must sign again coming back here to the hotel majestic in the same big round table each of 
the four foreign ministers has already signed his name on 32 different pages and a little confusion was 

understandable three of the four skipped a page or two and the big books had to be sent back to them which 


delayed the proceedings about five minutes now secretary rogers and his north vietnamese counterpart have 
to sign 40 more times here is luchafi thank you john we're now again live from paris the conference room 
itself the large enormously large green table the aids those the american aides some of the technicians who 
helped hammer out the details of the final agreement in their places there are places for 20 seats behind 
each delegation uh five people in the delegation the american delegation of course would is headed by 
secretary of state rogers with him ambassador sullivan ambassador porter marshall green and haywood 
aisham who is the acting uh negotiator here who took mr porter's place the american delegation people i 
could see uh ambassador sullivan standing at the door in just a few minutes from now the second signing in 
this two-part signing ceremony here in paris which will finally end american participation in the vietnam war 
uh who was with the north vietnamese delegation john the people who have just filed in taking their seats are 
the guests and the staff uh we're seeing now the american delegation of being seated uh secretary rogers is 
not there yet these are the three uh aides on the north vietnamese this is uh mr sullivan and uh with him uh 
came in marshall green and 
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with him uh came in marshall green and hayward aisham we see here at the closest mr minvy who is 
number two the swan three on the delegation uh next to him was mr tank again uh william sullivan of the 
american delegation yeah uh ambassador sullivan is one of the men who probably worked the hardest 
outside of henry kissinger to hammer out this thing not only did he uh participate in meetings with lay duck 
toe and henry kissinger but also he headed the american team of technicians who had the tedious and 
difficult job of hammering out this final details and also the translation we can see yes we can see now the uh 
big round table with those two small rectangular tables on either sides if you want to imagine it the the two 
rectangular tables connected would form a line across the middle of the round table dividing it in two and 
since the very beginning of course the saigon delegation has wished to imagine this line is there so that there 
are two sides in this negotiation the vietcong and the north vietnamese of course reject this idea of two sides 
insisting that there are four delegations this shape of the table with the imaginary line for those who wish to 
imagine and uh not there for those who wish to ignore was the great and genius compromise of exactly four 
years ago that permitted the negotiations here in paris to get started uh it took weeks as you know to decide 
how they were going to seat be seated at the table before they would even start talking and of course this 
same issue is involved in this complicated signing procedure the south vietnamese the saigon government 
does not consider this a signing on four delegations but a signing between two sides well as a matter of fact 
it's uh in involved also in the in the treaties the agreements themselves that's the reason there are two 
signings today the first un agreement that was signed this morning did not 
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this morning did not name any of the countries nowhere in it is the mention of the united states and so on 
they simply mentioned the four parties uh participating uh in the paris conference on vietnam this agreement 
that's being signed now does mention the four because uh the united states and north vietnam are willing to 
admit that all four do exist but saigon and the revolutionary provisional government do not wish to make that 
admission yes uh both of them to some extent but particularly uh saigon refuses the submission as uh one of 
these viet cong delegates said to us the other day after all after all these years of fighting the viet cong has 
never recognized the united states and uh as madame bin told us after the piece had been initialed it was in 
fact the united states and saigon which created as she said all of these complications about the signing uh 
the viet cong would be quite happy to have four delegations provided it was given equal status and the viet 
cong does claim that by the form of the treaties and the fact that all of these documents together make a 
single document uh the viet cong status as a government has in fact been formally recognized well one of 
the little things that shows uh the sensibility of these various delegations uh today this morning session i 
think as we saw already there were a lot of demonstrators outside uh who were waving uh vietcong and 
north vietnamese flags uh they've been called out by the french communist party by the humanities 
newspaper here and they showed up about 300 french communists and vietnamese and they had a very 
noisy lively gay celebration and demonstration outside they cheered when the north vietnamese and 


vietcong arrived they booed and jeered when the americans in the south vietnamese arrived and after the 
signing ceremony uh south vietnamese foreign minister alum who met with uh french foreign minister 
schumann officially protested 
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officially protested and against the the demonstration because he said he was under the impression that the 
french government was not going to allow it uh and uh they they were singing the international and so on and 
uh there was an official protest well and it apparently worked too because the demonstrators are not there 
this afternoon in fact i'm quite surprised lou that the french committed them together this morning well they 
were at the airport you know when uh when uh trin arrived the other day but this is something french police 
can easily stop isn't it john you were talking a moment ago about uh recognition of course the united states 
position is that uh we recognize only the saigon government until uh a in an election that replaces it uh that's 
that's correct that the united states recognizes the saigon as the one and only government of south vietnam 
isn't that true uh the united states delegation as you see is uh just now seated uh the united states has uh 
although recognizing the saigon government as the only legal government of south vietnam the united states 
is quite willing to put its name on a document which recognizes the viet cong by as a government as the 
provisional revolutionary of uh government vietnam so this is not a sticking point that is at least not the 
protocol of it uh with the united states it's mainly with the saigon government secretary rogers beginning the 
signing and here is north vietnam's foreign minister trinh beginning the signing you see the copies that he 
has in front of him are bound in red leather these are the copies that hanoi the north vietnamese government 
will keep for themselves the american copies bound in blue leather also four books which secretary rogers is 
signing now will be kept by the united states there are two other sets that is a brown bound set which the 
saigon government will keep and a green leather set which uh the provisional revolutionary government will 
keep 
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revolutionary government will keep this signing one more paper involved in this uh they're assigning the 
exact same text as they did before the exception of course of the identification of the countries but there is 
one more protocol that's being signed right now and that is a protocol involved the involving the uh picking up 
or the destruction of the minds that the united states had laid in the uh harbor of haifan so this is this time 
instead of three protocols in one agreement there will be four protocols and one agreement uh secretary 
rogers as you see has in front of him two banks of fans 24 pens altogether he brought 24 pens into the 
morning signing as well that will mean he will have 20 you'll have 48 souvenir pens to give away uh with 
which he can say each one has signed the treaty isn't that right uh the other delegations uh don't quite do 
this uh the saigon delegation did use uh three or four pens they didn't count them all but certainly not a bank 
of them uh like this and the vietcong and the north vietnamese did not well the secretary had some problems 
this morning with some of his pens it didn't appear to write and i noticed that before uh the principals entered 
the conference room uh this afternoon uh one of the aides and the american delegation tried out the pens to 
make sure they work uh he tried them out this morning too but apparently not all of them are not well enough 
there they are seated uh across the table from each other 23 feet away from each other exactly across this 
big round a green covered table uh to the left of secretary rogers is william porter to the left of here mr trin is 
swan tweety the negotiator mr porter and mr twee of course for the last year and a half have been facing 
each other across this very table the last part of the public sessions of these negotiations and this again the 
north vietnamese delegation uh seated in back of the men at the table uh are 20 others their staff and guests 
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uh are 20 others their staff and guests each delegation has been permitted to bring in these 20. the north 
vietnamese foreign minister there is a very relaxed mood in this room as you see a little bit of chat back and 
forth among the delegations they're not saying anything to each other but that is some uh talking within each 
staff well there is a small ante room outside where the delegations mingle before and after the signing 


ceremony they did mingle uh this morning uh apparently after the first ceremony apparently mr trinh here uh 
and secretary of state rogers toasted each other in champaign uh and we understand from a fairly good 
source here in the majestic hotel that uh the vietcong and the uh provisional revolutionary government for the 
first time acknowledge that each other existed apparently there was maybe not a toast drunk but at least uh 
they did chat with each other and talk to each other and admitted that they were in the same room uh if you 
like sam i could tell you exactly why uh they have to sign so many times it's really uh relatively simple but you 
do have to follow it uh there is an agreement plus now four protocols each must be signed these exist in two 
languages vietnamese and english that means uh then ten documents and each of the four delegations has 
a copy that is ten times four forty documents forty to be signed uh you calculate the morning uh with one less 
protocol there were thirty two and so uh together morning and afternoon uh makes 72 signatures now the 
usher in his uh white tie and uh chain has brought over to uh mr rogers assistant the four red bound volumes 
of uh the hanoi copy of this agreement and mr rogers will begin signatures the ones that have to be 
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signatures the ones that have to be signed uh have as you see a little green uh marker kind of blocker or a 
page marker in that the page must be signed here uh the assistant for mr trinn is moving to the next marker 
you can see the page is opened at the place he has to sign it's the same page in fact on which mr rogers is 
signing this is the first time despite there having been 32 signatures this morning it's first time that the uh 
adversaries have signed on the same page uh john uh i had the impression this morning uh you were in the 
room i was not i was watching on a monitor but i had the impression this morning that the south vietnamese 
government the south vietnamese foreign minister and madame bin were playing a little one-up bishop or a 
little psychological warfare uh they seem to be studying the texts and looking through to make sure that the 
texts were correct and the signatures were where they're supposed to be where of course right now uh mr 
trin and the secretary of state rogers are simply signing where they're being shown uh is that your feeling 
well i think as a matter of fact that they it's a good thing they did and they probably will after too because uh 
as they were checking it was first uh the american delegation in checking found out that madame bin had uh 
skipped a page she hadn't signed in one of the places she was supposed to and so they had the usher take 
the book back to madame ben and she did sign then as the others went on checking the united states also 
found the saigon delegation had not signed once the book went back to them hanoi started checking in 
center book back to the united states because uh uh mr rogers had forgotten to sign one the same thing 
happened henry sent one to ben and al altogether i counted uh five uh errors five signatures have been left 
off and three delegations i did not i don't think that the hanoi uh delegation slipped up well there they are 
continuing the signing of all of these documents in just a little while it will all be over at least american 
participation in the vietnam war will be over within 60 days all american troops will be out unfortunately in the 
last couple of days 
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unfortunately in the last couple of days uh two americans at least we know have been killed uh and we also 
know that as even as these men are putting their signatures to the final agreement uh reports reaching here 
uh indicate a renewal of fighting in vietnam the north vietnamese and vietcong apparently launched several 
offensives lou i think i can add something to that as a matter of fact we have a report now that a third 
american soldier has been killed since the announcement that these signings would take place a man on 
duty at da nang air base was killed in a rocket attack this morning and as you point out there appears to be a 
increase in activity in south vietnam the provincial capital of tainan which is about 60 miles northwest of 
saigon has come under heavy attack by vietnamese north vietnamese troops vietcong troops within the past 
few hours our military sources in saigon say they they had predicted this this is what they have looked for in 
the way of a so-called land grab just before the armistice is to take effect yes as a matter of fact some the 
agreement itself provides uh doesn't it that uh after it's signed it'll still be some nine hours before the 
ceasefire takes it back that's right eight o'clock in uh vietnam which is seven tonight in new york that is when 
the ceasefire is to take effect and prior to that time activity is going on and supposedly of course once troops 
are in place when that deadline that armistice deadline arrives they can stay there well sam there's also uh a 


psychological thing involved in here the the north koreans during the korean war did almost the same thing 
uh when they knew that a ceasefire was about to be signed and the wars to end they started a last-minute 
offensive to give the impression that when the war ended they were on the offensive they were winning and 
therefore we had to be the other side that was suing for peace and i think there's a little bit of that 
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and i think there's a little bit of that involved right now on the part of the north vietnamese and viet cong to 
give the impression that even the secretary of state rogers is signing the agreement their troops are on the 
offensive are taking new uh territory and are winning in vietnam i think you're quite right we know for the part 
of the saigon government on the other side general chu a president chu has given orders that no uh south 
vietnamese is to return to his former hamlet or home if it is in fact in communist territory and his troops have 
been given orders we are told to shoot anyone they suspect of being a communist agent on their side of any 
particular line which demarcus their territory and his territory well sam you know in spite of the the uh 
wonderful feeling right now and the feeling of reconciliation and the end of war and so on that's happened uh 
here in paris uh there is another feeling that this might not last that while uh it is peace for the united states 
and the united states is getting out that there's not going to be much peace in the future for vietnam itself uh 
as you well know uh the north vietnamese and the vietcong already has started um making their usual 
charges that they've yet the south vietnamese if not already are planning to break the terms of the 
agreement uh the south vietnamese themselves are making it clear that they're not going to give in and 
certainly are not going to abandon power to the uh provisional revolutionary government and although both 
say they want to talk you don't get an indication they really are ready to make important concessions well uh 
just uh today in hanoi there's been a victory celebration the north vietnamese defense minister uh vulneran 
jop has called for a victory in the struggle and says the struggle must continue and now that victory has been 
on won over the united states so i think very definitely you're correct these two sides will continue to jockey 
for position this agreement that's being signed right now before our eyes provides for very delicate 
mechanisms for carrying out 
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for carrying out elections but either side could torpedo those mechanisms and the alternative would be i 
suppose theoretically for the united states to go back in but i don't know of anyone in washington who thinks 
that's even a remote possibility and i know that at henry kissinger's news conference the other day when he 
was explaining these agreements and what they stood for without saying in so many words uh he made it 
clear we wouldn't that's it sam it's all over the north vietnamese delegation uh getting up and waving uh they 
did the same thing this morning i was standing right behind the american delegation and for an instant i 
thought they were waving at the americans but then i decided they were then they were waving to those of 
us uh newsmen standing by standing behind the north vietnamese going out uh the americans filing out of 
this room their schedule now is to toast the piece uh with champagne in a small room adjoining as the four 
delegations did this morning in what we're told was quite a relaxed atmosphere you know this might be i 
don't know if it is or not but it might be the time to look back a little bit um on just what it's cost uh those 
figures have been printed everywhere the number of americans killed in this war almost 46 000 and it was 
the longest war in america's history in terms of money of course uh 137 billion dollars some two and a half 
million americans served in vietnam uh they figured there were six million refugees and in terms of of 
tonnage of bombs that's one of the most fantastic things of the war that they were three times as much 
bombs and rockets dropped on vietnam in the area than were dropped during the entire world war two and 
as for the length of the war the length of the negotiations uh has also been quite remarkable hasn't it in 
across this particular table 
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in across this particular table they started negotiating exactly four years ago last thursday uh on the 24th of 
january that was four years in two days but they had already been negotiating north vietnamese and 
americans for eight months before that uh starting here in paris on the 13th of may in 1968. all those first 
eight months uh of course under president johnson april harriman was the first negotiator to come for the 
united states swan thuy the man we just saw at the table was here on that day the american negotiators 
have of course changed since then there have been five formal chiefs of the negotiating delegation and uh 
meeting in this room and of course then the real negotiations the secret negotiations have been going on uh 
these uh nearly four years between henry kissinger and ledocto gentlemen let's pause here for just a 
moment we'll be back but let's pause five seconds to allow our stations to identify themselves john ralston 
luchiafi in paris this is sam donaldson in new york and let's continue talking about this historic day and i think 
gentlemen it might be uh well if we began by discussing what is exactly in this uh agreement uh the main 
provisions and see perhaps what's ahead let me begin by saying the obvious that is that uh there will be a 
cease-fire at seven o'clock new york time today which is 8 a.m saigon time sunday morning that within 60 
days all american service personnel military personnel that is are to be withdrawn from south vietnam at the 
same time within those 60 days the american prisoners of war are to be returned to the united states almost 
600 of them although secretary 
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almost 600 of them although secretary rogers is to have received an official list from north vietnam today in 
paris of those prisoners did he do that john or lou i think this probably uh may be happening right now i 
cannot confirm that of course madame bean was not here for the afternoon session so presumably she 
turned over to secretary rogers the list of the viet cong captives uh right after the morning session and 
presumably because this is what the agreement provides the north vietnamese foreign minister is now 
turning over this list to secretary rogers uh a list of the prisoners and uh some kind of an accounting as well 
for others others america americans who uh are missing or dead well john i think before we even discuss 
what's in the agreement i think one of the important thing is the things that are not in this agreement uh 
certainly there is absolutely no effort in this agreement to solve any of the political issues which have torn 
vietnam apart for so many years as it is written right now with the exception of the return of the uh of the 
prisoners and the demining of haifang and uh military true supervis supervisory commissions and so on the 
political issues themselves remain unsolved and these political issues are at the basis of vietnam's problems 
in the first place the agreement itself was written in such a way that it would not offend either saigon or the 
vietcong and it was primarily written and the saigon government i think understands this and is this is what 
they're worried about that the agreement was written specifically to get the united states out not to solve 
vietnam's problems not to help saigon lou let me ask you to continue along that vein as you know the 
agreement calls for the establishment of a national commission on reconciliation in concord between the two 
uh vietnamese parties the south vietnam and the provisional revolutionary government which is the viet cong 
and that they are to do their utmost in 
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and that they are to do their utmost in the words of the agreement to arrive at uh a method of holding 
elections within 90 days now do you think that will happen oh i think there'll be a commission of some kind 
but and they'll do their utmost but who is to say that anyone's going to listen to them uh certainly i i don't think 
uh anyone uh really believes that a commission is going to suddenly say to president look we think you're not 
a very good president we think you and your entire cabinet should resign and we have a whole new slate of 
people uh from the vietcong who will take over the government i don't think that anyone believes that she 
was going to say okay and i'll leave another question that's a real problem the commission is composed of 
an equal number of uh members of both sides plus the third party that is the neutralist faction from south 
vietnam they will actually have the balance of power won't they well uh presumably but on the other hand 
since the neutralists are chosen by the two sides uh it will probably really turn out to be a two-sided council of 
reconciliation uh as for the elections uh we've known for a long time that vietcong and saigon have very 
different ideas of what the government institutions of south vietnam should be president two would of course 


like to continue the presidential system and uh if there is to be an election then a presidential election in 
congressional elections but what the viet cong confirmed to us uh only uh two days ago madame bin was 
that they want elections for a constituent assembly that is an assembly which will write a new constitution 
and which could very well decide that uh the new constitution should not provide for a president and a 
congress but some other form of government there are there are many possibilities a parliamentary form of 
government in which there is a prime minister responsible to uh to the parliament uh to use to choose only a 
western example and of course there are many uh varieties in the world and uh presumably the viet cong is 


going 
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and uh presumably the viet cong is going to be uh looking for something uh like uh some of the communist 
governments such as in north vietnam or the collective leadership and the rest so we have immediately uh 
this very well-known uh conflict on what the constitution and what the form of the government of south 
vietnam should be and uh to expect that they will resolve that problem uh with a three-party council or 
anything else within uh the next two or three months i think is to really expect too much let's just add one 
thing that uh of course each party on this council has veto power and so unless they can reach a unanimous 
decision they can come to no decision at all and anyone can block any decision now let's talk for a moment 
about what is happening on the ground while in the political sense the two parties are attempting to find 
some formula for elections as i understand it for the first 60 days that is while american troops are being 
withdrawn there will be a four-party joint military commission which then after 60 days becomes a two-party 
commission once again the two south vietnamese parties just precisely what does that commission do john 
lou yeah this is a uh it's also a troop a truce supervisory commission along with the military commission 
exists the international control commission and they they have somewhat the same job that is controlling 
observing supervising making sure the both parties abide by the ceasefire and apparently the main 
distinction between them is that the joint military commissions will have the duty of making the first 
investigations and then reporting to the for country uh supervisory commission however as henry kissinger 
said the other day this the international commission of four countries can also initiate investigations uh i 
could uh i think 
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think perhaps you said it sound but the the reason there are two joint military commissions is because uh 
once the united states is out of there the four party for power commission will go out of business that's right 
and it will only remain the nor the south vietnamese uh that is the saigon and the viet cong by party 
commission all right it's difficult to keep it straight we've talked about the four-party military commission which 
then becomes two parties and you have mentioned john the international commission of control and 
supervision now that is made up of four countries canada poland indonesia and hungary and those four 
nations are then responsible for a continuing supervision of the truce perhaps you'll recall those of you who 
followed the vietnam war and what american hasn't there was a thing called the icc for so many years the 
international control commission it was responsible for supervising the truce that was established in 1954 
when the french and the vietnam or the north vietnamese if you will established a troops in geneva the old 
icc which contained well i think canada and india on that commission uh just kept puttering along but for so 
many years has really been out of business because war was raging and naturally you can't supervise a 
truce when there is no truce so these four go ahead yeah there's one there's one problem with all of that uh a 
true supervisory commission with all good intent uh it's going to be about 1160 men and this uh group is 
going to see that the ceasefire is respected it's going to see that no illegal arms are brought into the country 
and that sounds very very good on paper except for one thing we had a half a million soldiers in vietnam 
trying to stop the vietcong from bringing uh weapons and arms uh and ammunition into vietnam uh from 
north vietnam and a half a million men with the most uh sophisticated electronic equipment with an air force 
couldn't stop them from bringing in bringing in any weapons what is to say that 1160 men 
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any weapons what is to say that 1160 men even though they're canadians uh poles indonesians and 
hungarians are gonna going to be able really to see that no guns no weapons are brought into the country 
that's true there are only 12 teams at the border in coastal points for instance just 12 spots where those 
teams will be located uh of course sam uh the united states has always historically put a great deal of 
importance on the fact of supervision and control and this sort of thing and this was one of the reasons that 
they took so long to negotiate this agreement one of one of the reasons it ran into ed deadlock after october 
because the united states wanted a lot of them and the north vietnamese wanted very few but uh the north 
vietnamese one twee one day told us something which i think is rather illuminating uh we have the tendency 
as henry kissinger uh indicated to believe that north vietnamese don't want to be controlled because they 
want to cheat but uh as swan tui said uh one day he said the ceasefire is not going to succeed or fail 
because of the supervisors if it fails it's because somebody or both of them want it to fail and he said uh for 
example in 1954 there were very few supervisors and they got there three months after the ceasefire and uh 
of course they didn't work but uh finally the 54 agreement didn't break down just because it wasn't controlled 
it broke down because of uh the political conflicts on the two sides and it's almost impossible no matter how 
many men you have to prevent this by control and supervising from breaking down if somebody uh wants to 
break it down well gentlemen we've been uh talking around that question all morning it seems to me i've 
mentioned uh general giop's words about a need to continue the struggle both of you have pointed out just 
as you have then john that if the party's good will is not to preserve the agreement then it will not be 
preserved so let me ask you 
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will not be preserved so let me ask you both beginning with john ralphson what is your vision of what is going 
to happen in south vietnam now in the next few months and years well of course the united states is going to 
be able to get out and that's the main point isn't it of this agreement they've given guidelines to the south 
vietnamese parties so for settling their own futures i have a very dim and pessimistic view of the prospect 
that they're going to be able to settle it peaceably lucifer what do you think well i'm i'm convinced that 
someone has convinced hanoi that they can do they can get control of all of vietnam north and south by 
political means rather than military means i think what's going to happen in the next couple of months is the 
vietcong uh forces and the vietnam vietnamese forces in the south are going to solidify their hold on more 
and more villages more and more areas and i think that within uh by the before the end of the year uh the 
government of president is going to fall and i think you're going to have a united uh vietnam run by north 
vietnam i don't think that cheer can last i think that the vietcong themselves have their infrastructure too well 
embedded in the villages and that's the other point in elections you see people keep thinking in terms of 
elections as being the the cure-all or the or the ultimate solution for free choice in the country you've got to 
realize and all the time i spent in the far east uh the idea of free choice in most of the villages in the far east 
and especially in southeast asia that idea of free choice is confusing to the villagers all of the villagers have 
lived all their lives under the village system which means there is a village chief who tells them when to when 
to marry when to be born when to die when to plant and when to reap uh and when we come in there and 
say uh here's a free election for some character in saigon they've never heard of you're not accomplishing 
anything really what you're doing is confusing them the name of the game in vietnam has 
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the name of the game in vietnam has always been not free elections but control of villages and this is what 
the vietcong do very well and is what the saigon government does very badly now of course the south 
vietnamese government has an armed force that is very powerful we have made it so and isn't it correct that 
we can say and not just in a way of sophistry that we have given president chu the means to carry on a battle 
if a battle commences again we can have civilian and undoubtedly we are going to have civilian personnel 
there to help him we may continue to supply the south vietnamese with arms on a replacement basis 
certainly just as north vietnam may continue to supply a replacement to her troops in the south troops she i 
know hasn't acknowledged are there but can we not then say that we have done for president you what we 
set out to do and that we have given him the means to resist if he cannot resist then it is for the reasons that 


you and lou have just uh very lucidly discussed and i think john you share that opinion about the 
infrastructure of the vc well i think of course the united states is saying exactly this a lot of president nixon's 
opponents have been uh saying it for a lot longer thinking that we had uh long since done uh all we could 
and all we should for president two and it was up to him uh it's not just a matter of military is it uh there are so 
many complicated things in this murky future for vietnam uh one of the things that continues to interest me is 
this protocol problem that we saw here today the saigon government refusing to put its name down on the 
same piece of paper that calls the vietcong a government i remember very well when uh this corollary 
argument about the shape of this famous table here in paris was going on in the winter of 1968 and one of 
the saigon diplomats here in paris told me we can't sit down and talk to the nfl which is what the vietnam 
called itself then we can't sit down and talk to them or 
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we can't sit down and talk to them or half of the saigon army will desert well i think it's a a very similar 
problem now the moment they make a settlement with these people they have already increased the 
prestige of the viet cong in an enormous way if they put their name on a paper to call the viet cong a 
government i mean after all it would be saigon uh publicly announcing that on its own territory in south 
vietnam there's another government that it's not the only one uh by this act uh immensely increasing the 
prestige and the standing of this rival force that's trying to overthrow it and there's one more thing john in 
exactly the same line you're talking uh i'm sorry sam now go ahead go ahead luke now you're saying that uh 
there's a there's this thing that american military have puzzled over from the very moment we got actively 
involved in the vietnam war and that's the will to fight yes indeed we have armed uh the saigon army with the 
latest equipment but you know why don't they fight as well as a viet cong that's the question no one's been 
able to answer thank you very much luciafe and uh john ralphson our men in paris for so haptly and so well 
describing the live signing that we've just seen the two-party signing and then earlier on videotape describing 
the four-party signing of the agreement signed in paris today to end the vietnam war at least the open 
shooting in that war and on that last point that lou was discussing i want to tell a little story all three of us 
have been to vietnam and i can remember one time watching a fight near khan tomb and american advisers 
pointed to the south vietnamese division commander a general tran and said to me now he's not a very good 
commander we hope he'll be replaced by colonel dot colonel dot was the assistant division commander 
because he's a good fighter he would make a good commander well i left vietnam and sometime later 
general tran was replaced colonel dot did in fact take over the 22nd arvind division shortly before the north 
vietnamese offensive of the spring of 1972 


00:46:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=PSWotPnjUSA&t=2762s 





offensive of the spring of 1972 colonel dot's headquarters were at 10 can and when the north vietnamese 
tanks came back colonel dot left his troops he deserted his troops and he was found some days later in his 
villa in saigon now i know it's unfair to generalize from one small item one small scene that i saw in south 
vietnam and thus tar the entire south vietnamese army but that's the problem that has always existed there a 
problem of leadership because the actual soldiers the grunts of south vietnam have been willing to fight on 
many occasions of well-led as well as any army in the world i was talking a moment ago about the american 
prisoners of war and the fact that secretary of state rogers was to be handed an official list from north 
vietnam and accounting of those prisoners some of those names may be made public in washington 
tomorrow that's not an ironclad promise but washington government sources say that they hope some of the 
names may be made public and of course perhaps by the end of next week although it's not certain yet the 
first of the prisoners will be flown out on american c-141 jet transports first stop will be clark air force base in 
manila than those who are not in bad shape physically or to put it the right way those who are in pretty good 
shape physically will be brought on to the west coast of the united states and eventually to hospitals for their 
final medical check nearest their home we've been talking about the war and i think it might be appropriate 
now if we take a look at the origins of the vietnam war as far as united states participation has been 
concerned let's hear about that from abc diplomatic correspondent ted koppel unless we are to assume that 
vietnam was some sort of contagious disease that infected one american administration after another unless 


we regard vietnam as an aberration that affected otherwise reasonable men then there must have been a 
continuing motive force that involved us with vietnam in the first place kept that involvement alive for the past 
23 years 
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23 years and commits are still to all but active military support from the very beginning that motive force was 
fear of communist expansion when the communist forces of mao zedong took over china in late 1949 the 
anti-colonialist struggle in neighboring vietnam between the viet minh and the french suddenly took on new 
interest for the united states the french had been requesting military assistance from washington for some 
years but without success in may of 1950 the decision was made that they would get it the rationale for that 
decision was contained in a secret memorandum sent by secretary of state dean atchison to president harry 
truman on february 16 1950. in it he said the choice confronting the united states is to support the legal 
governments in indochina or to face the extension of communism over the remainder of the continental area 
of southeast asia and possibly westward the term had not yet been coined but it became known as the 
domino theory within four years the united states was underwriting 78 percent of france's military burden in 
indochina at an annual cost by 1954 of over 1 billion dollars it was not enough though to stave off the french 
defeat at jim bien phu a negotiated settlement was reached that same year in geneva but to american policy 
planners the danger of communist expansion seemed undiminished the fears of the trtuman administration 
carried over into the eisenhower administration even while the geneva conference was in progress the 
decision was made to begin giving american aid directly to the government of prime ministers yen that 
decision in fact had already been made when president eisenhower wrote to ziem i am instructing the 
american ambassador to vietnam to examine how a program of american aid can serve to assist vietnam in 
its present hour of trial that hour of trial stretched into years 
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that hour of trial stretched into years and with the passing of each year american aid expanded by the end of 
1960 vietnam's internal conflict had become sharply defined as a struggle between ideologies and president 
eisenhower in another letter to president ziem wrote it has been refreshing for us to observe how clearly the 
government and citizens of vietnam have faced the fact that the greatest danger to their independence was 
communism the roots of american commitment were by this time already a full decade old but it had been a 
relatively quiet commitment it remained for the kennedy administration to publicize the theme that would 
echo through the rest of the 1960s and beyond it was the same message sounded under truman and 
eisenhower and it would be sounded again under johnson nixon quite obviously if laos fell into communist 
hands it would increase the danger along the northern frontiers of thailand would put additional pressure in 
cambodia and would put additional pressure in south vietnam the u.s role in south vietnam then is three-fold 
first to answer the call of the south vietnamese to help them to save their country for themselves and second 
to help prevent the strategic danger which would exist if communism absorbs southeast asia's people absorb 
their resources and thirdly to prove in the vietnamese test case that the free world can cope with communist 
wars of liberation can cope with them just as successfully as we've coped with communist aggression at 
other levels their objective is not the fulfillment of vietnamese nationalism it is to erode and to discredit 
america's ability to help prevent chinese domination over all of asia were the communist aggressors to win in 
vietnam they would know that they can accomplish through so-called 
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so-called wars of national liberation what they could not accomplish through naked aggression in korea are 
insurgency in the philippines greece and malaya if the communists win militarily in vietnam the risk of war in 
other parts of the world would be enormously increased but if on the other hand communist aggression fails 
in vietnam it will be discouraged elsewhere and the chance for peace will be increased the united states 
never did see itself as fighting north vietnam hanoi was a proxy for peking and moscow and therefore an 
enemy of washington only for as long as it continued to fight a war of communist expansion we have no 


desire for any bases or permanent military presence in that area we seek neither territory nor bases 
economic domination our military alliance in vietnam our objectives in south vietnam are limited our 
objectives are not to destroy the communist government of north vietnam we are not trying to conquer north 
vietnam or any other country in this world we want no territory we seek no basis seen in that context alone 
america's mission in vietnam was accomplished last winter when president nixon flew to pay king mao had 
been the enemy the specter of chinese expansion had been the threat if washington and peking could reach 
an understanding then the future course of events in vietnam would become almost irrelevant after the 
president's trip to china vietnam strategically reverted to a regional struggle of little consequence to the rest 
of the world except that in their eagerness to gain american public support several administrations in 
washington had taken that peripheral issue the internal struggle and made it 
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the internal struggle and made it central when the day comes that we can safely withdraw from that area we 
expect to leave behind an independent and stable south vietnam securely guaranteed and able to shape its 
own relationships to all others if the united states betrays the millions of people who have relied on us in 
vietnam the president of the united states whoever he is will not deserve nor receive the respect which is 
essential if the united states is to continue to play the great role we are destined to play of helping to build a 
new structure of peace in the world it would amount to a renunciation of our morality an abdication of our 
leadership among nations and an invitation for the mighty to prey upon the weak all around the world this 
insistence on the rights of the south vietnamese to determine their own destiny became a code word over the 
years an emotional appeal designed primarily to win support for the broader fight against communist 
expansion what drew america into a relatively obscure corner of southeast asia was not the regional struggle 
between north and south vietnam but the perception of that struggle is having broader global implications it is 
in that context that today's settlement must be viewed if america's involvement in vietnam over the past 23 
years has succeeded in containing communism isolating it from the rest of southeast asia then the u.s policy 
will have been successful that has been washington's long-term goal south vietnam's independence the 
rights of its people the self-determination would be a welcome dividend on america's investment but it was 
never this country's prime objective and nothing in today's settlement guarantees it this is ted koppel abc 
news reporting 
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this is ted koppel abc news reporting thank you ted and now today the war ends for the united states and 
vietnam although it's worth noting that the war does go on in laos and american bombing may continue in 
laos however a truce is expected there in early february so what have we seen today in paris we've seen two 
signings essentially the same agreement with minor changes in the preamble and the implementation 
clauses to take into account that one signing involved all four parties to the vietnam conflict the other is 
signing the second one that you saw live involved only two parties the united states and north vietnam an 
agreement to implement a ceasefire bring it about at seven o'clock new york time today which is eight a.m 
sunday morning in saigon an agreement that will end american military participation in south vietnam within 
60 days all u.s armed forces are to be removed although civilian advisers may continue to remain american 
civilian advisers may and will continue to remain in south vietnam and within 60 days the american prisoners 
of war will all be back those who have been held in the prison camps in north vietnam and in south vietnam 
will be backed and laos there are none held in cambodia we understand then after that it's up to the 
vietnamese parties the two south vietnamese parties and it's up to the goodwill as john ralphson and lucifie 
from paris have pointed out the goodwill to move forward toward a successful holding of elections toward a 
successful reconciliation of the parties and as the agreement provides toward a step by step peaceful 
reunification for all of vietnam henry kissinger said it very well the other day and i'm paraphrasing his words 
that if the two parties wish to bring peace to vietnam if the reunification is to take place it must be done 
because of the goodwill of the vietnamese all we have been able to do now is stop the guns stop them for 
the united states this is the third time a war has ended within the span of most of our lifetimes 
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within the span of most of our lifetimes in indochina the japanese war in 1945 the french war in 54 and now 
the war the united states participated in and the signings we saw today were not like the famous signings in 
45 on the battleship missouri where victors and vanquished met and the victors dictated the terms because 
no one no one won here tonight at 10 o'clock harry reisner with years of anguish day of peace a vietnam 
special i'm sam donaldson in new york good morning this has been the piece is signed an abc news special 
from paris and new york we now resume our regular program schedule following station identification with 
the signing of the ceasefire now a reality join harry reisner for a backward look at the years of the vietnam 
war and an examination of its outcome watch years of anguish day of peace tonight at ten nine o'clock 
central time on abc you 
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